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Abstract 

This review research examines the Korwa tribe's resource management practices, 

highlighting the intricate balance between traditional methods and contemporary 

economic pressures. The Korwa, an indigenous community in India, has 

historically relied on time-honored strategies for managing their natural 

resources, which include sustainable agricultural techniques and communal land 

use. However, recent economic developments and external pressures—such as 

market integration, land encroachments, and climate change—pose significant 

challenges to their traditional practices. This review synthesizes existing literature 

and case studies to explore how the Korwa are adapting their resource 

management strategies to navigate these pressures while striving to preserve their 

cultural heritage. By analyzing the interplay between traditional knowledge and 

modern economic forces, the research provides insights into the broader 

implications for indigenous resource management in a rapidly changing world. 

The findings contribute to discussions on sustainable development and the 

importance of integrating indigenous perspectives into contemporary 

environmental policies. 

*Key Words: Korwa Tribe, Tradition and Change, Resource Management 

Practices, Modern Economic Pressures  
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Introduction 

The Korwa Tribe's traditional resource management practices are profoundly shaped by 

their cultural beliefs, local knowledge, and social structures, which also guide their adaptations to 

changing environmental conditions. The tribe's resource management is closely linked with 

traditional beliefs, including taboos and totems that promote conservation (Kofi et al., 2023). 

Their practices reflect a holistic understanding of ecological interdependencies, emphasizing 

sustainable methods such as agroforestry and crop rotation (Kamakaula et al., 2023). Indigenous 

ecological knowledge plays a crucial role in their adaptation strategies, allowing them to respond 

effectively to environmental changes (Asante et al., 2023). This knowledge, transmitted through 

generations, fosters resilience and helps the tribe maintain ecological balance despite external 

pressures (Kamakaula et al., 2023). However, the Korwa's low literacy rates and economic 

challenges limit their access to modern resource management techniques, reinforcing their 

reliance on traditional practices (Ekka, 2023). Their social structure, marked by strong 

community ties, facilitates collective action in resource management (Kujur et al., 2022). Despite 

the significance of these traditional practices, the Korwa face challenges from modern influences 

and environmental degradation, highlighting the need to balance preserving indigenous 

knowledge with integrating contemporary conservation strategies. 

The Korwa tribe, an indigenous community predominantly residing in the central Indian 

states of Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, and Jharkhand exemplifies the rich cultural tapestry of 

India’s tribal populations. Historically, the Korwa people are known to inhabit the forested, hilly 

regions of these states, which are characterized by dense forests, rolling hills, and a largely 

agrarian landscape. This geographical setting has profoundly influenced their traditional ways of 

life, including their resource management practices, which are closely intertwined with the forest 

ecosystem. Culturally, the Korwa tribe has a distinctive heritage, with practices, rituals, and 

social structures deeply rooted in their animistic beliefs and customs. They traditionally practice 

subsistence agriculture, complemented by hunting and gathering, reflecting their harmonious 

relationship with the natural environment. The Korwa’s historical context includes a period of 
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relative isolation from mainstream economic developments, which preserved many of their 

traditional practices and customs. However, the advent of modern economic pressures, such as 

increased market integration, land encroachment, and governmental development projects, has 

begun to challenge their traditional ways of life. These changes have introduced new dynamics 

into their resource management practices, compelling the Korwa to navigate a complex interplay 

between preserving their cultural identity and adapting to contemporary economic realities. 

Thus, understanding the Korwa tribe's background and location is crucial for comprehending 

how their traditional resource management practices are evolving in response to modern 

pressures. The Korwa tribe's traditional resource management practices are deeply integrated 

with their environment, reflecting a sustainable approach honed over generations. In agriculture, 

they employ a system of shifting cultivation, where fields are cleared and cultivated in rotation to 

allow soil fertility to regenerate. Their hunting practices are governed by seasonal cycles and 

community regulations to prevent overexploitation. For gathering, the Korwa harvest wild fruits, 

nuts, and medicinal plants with a keen knowledge of seasonal availability and ecological 

balance. Forest conservation is a cornerstone of their practices; they revere certain forest areas as 

sacred, which  fosters natural regeneration and preserves biodiversity. This reverence for the 

forest is complemented by a communal approach to resource use, where management decisions 

are made collectively, ensuring that resources are used sustainably and cultural traditions are 

upheld. Over several decades, the Korwa tribe transitioned from shifting cultivation to settled 

agriculture (Kumar & Kapoor, 2005). Kumar and Kapoor (2005) describe various tribal 

communities, including the Korwa, Kharwar, Chero, Oraon, as well as caste groups like Sahu, 

Ganju, and Dhobi, noting their commensal and ceremonial relationships with neighboring 

communities and their roles as agricultural laborers for landed peasants. Additionally, Majumdar 

(as cited in Vidyarthi & Bose, 1969) observed a decline among many tribes, including the 

Korwa. He identified factors such as imbalanced sex ratios, imported diseases, and a loss of life 

ambition contributing to their depopulation. Majumdar attributed this decline to the changed 

economic and social conditions and outlined eleven sources of discomfort affecting the tribe.In 

the Face of Modern Economic Pressures, the researcher is of the opinion that there is a need to 

answer questions like: a) How do the Korwa manage their natural resources traditionally, and 

what cultural principles guide these practices? b) What is the nature of the Korwa's relationship 
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with their environment, and how is this relationship reflected in their resource management 

strategies? c) How have external economic pressures, such as market demands and governmental 

policies, influenced the Korwa’s traditional resource management practices? d) What adaptations 

or changes have the Korwa made in response to these external pressures, and how do these 

adaptations impact their cultural identity and environmental sustainability? 

Traditional Resource Management Practices 

The Korwa community's relationship with their environment is deeply intertwined with their 

cultural practices and resource management strategies. This relationship is characterized by a 

holistic understanding of nature, reflected in their sustainable practices and community-driven 

resource management. The Korwa view their environment as sacred, fostering a strong spiritual 

connection that influences their resource management, aligning with studies on sacred groves 

where spirituality is crucial for environmental stewardship (Aniah &Yelfaanibe, 2018). Their 

traditional practices emphasize respect for natural resources, ensuring that harvesting methods do 

not deplete local biodiversity, similar to community-based approaches observed in other 

indigenous cultures (Aniah &Yelfaanibe, 2018). The Korwa employ sustainable practices such 

as rotational farming and selective harvesting, promoting long-term resource availability (Aniah 

&Yelfaanibe, 2018). Their adaptive management strategies allow them to respond to 

environmental changes while maintaining cultural integrity, akin to strategic adaptations seen in 

other cultural institutions facing environmental challenges (Kaczmarek, 2024). However, 

modernization and climate change present significant challenges to their traditional practices, 

underscoring the need to integrate traditional knowledge with contemporary environmental 

management practices to ensure sustainability. 

Description of Natural Resource Usage (Forestry, Water, Land) 

The Korwa tribe relies heavily on natural resources like forests, water bodies, and land 

for their livelihood. Their forestry practices involve collecting firewood, medicinal plants, and 

forest products like fruits and honey, without depleting these resources. They practice shifting 

cultivation, ensuring the land regenerates between cycles. Water is harvested from streams and 

rivers, with small irrigation systems supporting agriculture. The Korwas also rely on the forest 
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for hunting and fishing, often limiting their activities to specific seasons to avoid 

overexploitation. Their approach to land usage is rooted in subsistence farming, growing crops 

for personal consumption while preserving the fertility of the soil through crop rotation and 

fallow periods. The integration of forestry, water, and land usage into their daily lives reflects a 

deep connection with nature, where resource extraction is done with minimal environmental 

impact. 

Cultural Norms and Taboos Governing Resource Management 

The Korwa tribe's resource management is shaped by a network of cultural norms and 

taboos passed down through generations. These norms include restrictions on when certain 

resources, such as trees or animals, can be harvested, based on seasonal cycles or spiritual 

beliefs. Taboos prevent the tribe from cutting down particular sacred trees, hunting specific 

animals, or over-extracting resources from the land. Violating these norms is believed to bring 

misfortune or disrupt the balance of nature, fostering an innate sense of respect for the 

environment. These cultural rules are not formally enforced but are deeply ingrained in the 

tribe’s collective conscience. The adherence to these practices ensures the preservation of natural 

resources for future generations, aligning with the tribe’s broader worldview of living in 

harmony with nature. 

Community-Based Decision-Making Processes 

In the Korwa tribe, resource management decisions are made collectively, emphasizing 

community participation and consensus-building. Elders and experienced members of the 

community often play a key role in guiding decisions related to resource use, drawing on their 

knowledge of the local ecosystem and traditional practices. Village assemblies serve as forums 

where issues such as land allocation, water distribution, and forest use are discussed and agreed 

upon. These decision-making processes are highly democratic, with each household having a say 

in the management of communal resources. This participatory model ensures that resource use is 

equitable, transparent, and mindful of the community's long-term sustainability. Additionally, 

these processes help maintain social cohesion, as collective responsibility for resource 

management fosters a strong sense of community ownership and accountability. 
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Practices of Sustainability and Conservation 

Sustainability and conservation are embedded in the Korwa tribe’s traditional practices. 

They follow sustainable agricultural methods, such as shifting cultivation, which allows soil 

fertility to recover. They also practice agro forestry, planting trees alongside crops to maintain 

biodiversity and prevent soil erosion. The tribe engages in controlled hunting and fishing, guided 

by seasonal patterns, ensuring that wildlife populations are not overexploited. The community 

prioritizes the regeneration of natural resources, often replanting trees and preserving forested 

areas that are vital to their survival. By following natural rhythms and observing ecological 

limits, the Korwas have developed a sustainable way of life that minimizes environmental 

degradation. Their conservation practices not only ensure immediate survival but also protect 

resources for future generations, demonstrating an inherent commitment to long-term ecological 

health. 

Spiritual and Ecological Relationship with the Environment 

For the Korwa tribe, the environment is not merely a source of sustenance but is 

intertwined with their spiritual beliefs and worldview. Forests, rivers, and mountains are 

considered sacred, inhabited by spirits and deities that must be respected and honored. Rituals 

and ceremonies are often performed to seek blessings for a good harvest, ensure abundant water, 

or maintain harmony with the forest’s spirits. This spiritual connection reinforces their 

commitment to preserving the natural world, as any harm to the environment is believed to 

disturb the spiritual equilibrium. Their ecological practices are informed by this deep reverence 

for nature, leading them to approach resource management with caution and care. This holistic 

view strengthens their bond with the land, fostering a balanced relationship between their 

cultural identity and environmental stewardship. 

Modern Economic Pressures on the Korwa Tribe 

External economic pressures, including market demands and governmental policies, have 

profoundly impacted the Korwa's traditional resource management practices in India. The 

transition from traditional mixed cropping systems to monoculture cash crops has led to a 

reduction in local biodiversity and erosion of traditional ecological knowledge (TEK) among the 
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Korwa (Mylliemngap, 2023). Market forces have intensified the shift towards commercialized 

agriculture, undermining the sustainability of their traditional methods (Mylliemngap, 2023). 

Additionally, governmental policies often neglect the rights of indigenous communities, resulting 

in conflicts over resource management and diminishing local control (Rugebregt et al., 2016). 

The insufficient support for traditional practices, coupled with inadequate veterinary services and 

the high costs associated with modern animal husbandry, has further constrained the Korwa's 

ability to sustain their traditional practices (Maousami et al., 2017). Although external pressures 

have disrupted traditional methods, integrating traditional knowledge with modern scientific 

approaches could potentially enhance sustainability and resilience in resource management. 

Market Economy and Commercialization 

The Korwa tribe, traditionally reliant on subsistence practices, faces growing pressure from the 

market economy and commercialization. The introduction of cash crops and demand for forest 

products has altered their resource management, pushing them toward profit-driven activities. 

This shift challenges their sustainable practices, as increased production often leads to 

overexploitation of resources. Commercialization has also impacted their cultural values, shifting 

the focus from communal sharing to individual economic gain. The tribe’s integration into the 

market economy risks eroding their traditional ways of life and increasing their dependence on 

external economic forces for survival. 

Governmental Policies on Land and Resource Use 

Governmental policies on land and resource use have significantly impacted the Korwa tribe, 

often limiting their access to traditional lands. Policies aimed at development, such as land 

acquisition for infrastructure or conservation efforts, have displaced many tribal members from 

their ancestral territories. Strict regulations on forest use, intended to protect wildlife, often 

prevent the Korwas from practicing their traditional livelihoods. While some government 

initiatives seek to provide compensation or alternative livelihoods, they rarely account for the 

tribe's deep connection to their land and resources, leading to cultural dislocation and economic 

hardship. 

Deforestation, Mining, and Industrial Impacts 

The Korwa tribe is increasingly affected by deforestation, mining, and industrial activities 

encroaching on their traditional lands. Deforestation for timber or agriculture destroys vital forest 
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resources, while mining projects often contaminate water sources and degrade the soil. These 

industrial activities disrupt the delicate ecological balance the Korwa tribe depends on, leading to 

reduced availability of natural resources like food, water, and medicinal plants. The 

environmental degradation caused by these activities not only threatens their livelihoods but also 

undermines their cultural practices, which are closely tied to the land and nature. 

Changing Agricultural Patterns Due to External Forces 

External forces, including government policies and market pressures, have forced the Korwa 

tribe to alter their traditional agricultural patterns. Shifting cultivation, once a sustainable 

practice, is being replaced by the cultivation of cash crops like cotton or soybeans, driven by 

market demand. This transition often depletes the soil and increases dependence on chemical 

fertilizers, threatening the tribe’s long-term agricultural sustainability. Additionally, the push for 

monoculture farming reduces biodiversity and traditional crop diversity. These changes erode the 

tribe's resilience to climate change and food security, further entrenching their vulnerability to 

economic pressures. 

Impact of Migration and Urbanization 

Migration and urbanization are reshaping the Korwa tribe’s social fabric. As economic 

opportunities in rural areas dwindle, many tribe members are forced to migrate to urban centers 

in search of work, leaving behind their traditional way of life. Urbanization brings new 

challenges, such as loss of cultural identity, alienation from their community, and difficult 

working conditions in cities. Those who stay behind often struggle with reduced manpower for 

traditional farming and resource management. The pull of urbanization exposes the Korwa tribe 

to modern economic pressures while disconnecting them from their cultural roots and ancestral 

practices. 

 

Adaptation Strategies and Changes in Resource Management 

 

The Korwa community, displaced from their forest habitat, has demonstrated resilience and a 

commitment to cultural preservation in the face of external pressures. Despite the challenges of 

displacement, the Korwa have maintained traditional practices and beliefs, viewing their 

connection to the forest as integral to their identity (Gaur & Patnaik, 2011). They continue to 
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perform cultural rituals that honor their ancestral ties to the land, fostering a sense of belonging 

and continuity (Aniah &Yelfaanibe, 2018). In terms of environmental sustainability, the Korwa 

have adapted by shifting towards agroecological practices. However, these practices face 

significant challenges due to external economic pressures and climate change (Gebretsadik, 

2012). Their indigenous knowledge, which promotes biodiversity and resource conservation, 

remains essential for effective environmental management (Parker, 2012). Despite their efforts to 

adapt, the ongoing separation from their traditional environment poses substantial challenges to 

their health and cultural integrity, illustrating the complex relationship between adaptation and 

identity preservation. 

Shifts in Traditional Practices Due to Economic Pressures 

Economic pressures have led the Korwa tribe to shift away from traditional practices like 

subsistence farming and sustainable forest use. Increasing market demands push them toward 

more intensive resource extraction and commercial agriculture. These shifts threaten the 

sustainability of their practices, altering their relationship with the environment and community. 

Role of External Actors (NGOs, Government) in Supporting or Disrupting Traditional 

Management 

NGOs and government initiatives play a dual role in the Korwa tribe's resource management. 

While some organizations provide support through sustainable development programs and 

education, others disrupt traditional practices by imposing conservation policies or development 

projects that limit access to resources, creating tensions within the community. 

New Forms of Economic Activity (Wage Labor, Cash Crops) 

To cope with economic pressures, the Korwa tribe has increasingly turned to wage labor and 

cash crop cultivation. These activities offer immediate financial benefits but often undermine 

their traditional self-sustaining practices. Cash crops exhaust the soil, and wage labor disconnects 

individuals from their ancestral lands, impacting long-term resource management. 

Challenges in Balancing Traditional and Modern Practices 

Balancing traditional and modern practices poses significant challenges for the Korwa tribe. 

While modernization offers economic opportunities, it often conflicts with their sustainable, 

communal practices. The tribe struggles to preserve their cultural identity and ecological wisdom 
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while adapting to external economic pressures, risking long-term sustainability and cultural 

erosion. 

Answers to Research Questions 

 

a)The Korwa manages resources through community ownership and sustainable practices, 

guided by cultural principles of ecological balance, respect for nature, and intergenerational 

knowledge transmission. 

b)The Korwa's spiritual connection with nature fosters resource management strategies that 

prioritize sustainability, biodiversity preservation, and harmony with natural cycles, reflecting 

their deep environmental respect. 

c)External economic pressures, such as market demands and government policies, have pushed 

the Korwa toward resource commercialization, gradually undermining their traditional 

sustainable management practices. 

d)The Korwa have adapted by altering agricultural practices and engaging in modern economies, 

risking erosion of cultural identity and environmental sustainability despite short-term economic 

benefits. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The article highlights the Korwa tribe’s struggle to balance tradition and change in their resource 

management practices. Historically, their cultural principles guided sustainable relationships 

with the environment, but modern economic pressures now challenge these practices. External 

forces like market demands and government policies have encouraged resource 

commercialization, undermining traditional management. In response, the Korwa have adapted 

by altering agricultural practices and engaging with modern economies, risking the erosion of 

both their cultural identity and environmental sustainability despite short-term economic gains. 

This raises crucial questions about the future of their cultural legacy and environmental 

stewardship. 
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